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FP ²˙ A A 


A PLAIN and FAMILIAR 


DIALOGUE 


BETWEEN 


A STEADY and a WAVERING 
CHRISTIAN. 


Primitive Ciriti) 
OR 2 Good old Friend, I am glad to fe 


> You, and the more ſo, as I have 
; met you in the Fields, taking your 
ſolitary Walks, which will afford 


been under ſome Concern of Mind on your Ac- 


count, not having ſeen you of late, at that Place of 
Religious Worſhip, where we both uſed conſtantly to 


reſort, as I hoped, to our mutual Edification. 


Wavering Chriſtian.) Sir, Tam alſo glad to meet 


you ; but ſhould we enter into the Converſation you 
propoſe, it may divert each of us from purſuing the 


End we had in View, by this Walk; which, for 
my own. Part, am not willing upon any Account 


= to 
45 


9. 


me an Opportunity of entering in- 
oma to a ſerious Converſation with you, 
not ſo liable to be interrupted as elſewhere. I have 


. 
1 

x; 
My 
Te 
* 


e | 
to diſpenſe with, becauſe nothing can be of half 
the Importance to me as the Buſineſs I am going 


about: Your Deſign, perhaps, by your intended 


Walk, was Pleaſure, but mine is Profit; you are in 
purſuit of carnal and ſenfitive, I of heavenly and 
divine Entertainments; in ſhort, I am going to 
hear the Go/pel preacÞ'd at the 7. abernacle, and I ſup- 


| poſe you are going to gratify your Curioſity, this 


Evening, by viſiting one or other of thoſe Houſes 
of vain ” and ſinful Entertainments, with which the 


Skirts of the Town have of late abounded. So, 


adieu. 

Primitive Chriftian.) Pray, ſtay a little, that, if 
poſſible, I may undeceive you: I am ſorry you ſhould 
cenſure my Intentions before you know them; this, 
Sir, give me Leave to tell you, beſpeaks your Want 
of Charity, which, indeed, is more a Matter of 


Surprize than Diſguſt to me, your former ſociable 


Converſation having nothing of that gloomy Sour- 
neſs, which you now ſo abruptly diſcover. But to 


rectify your Miſtake, I muſt inform you, my De- 


ſign was only to take a ſerious Walk, as I often do, 
where being free from the Noiſe and Hurry of the 
Town, and my Mind unbent from the Fatigue of 
Buſineſs, I may the better contemplate the Yorks 
and Providence of God. Since, therefore, our Time 
may be profitably and uſefully ſpent, and we are now 


happily met, I defire your Company and Converſa- 
tion this Evening; and in return for this Favour, I 
will attend you to morrow, or any other Evening, 


you ſhall appoint, if God permits, and you defire 
it, to the Tabernacle. — This being agreed to, Mr. 
Steady Chriſtian reſumed the Diſcourſe - As to 


thoſe Houjes of Entertainment, illuminated Gardens, 
Bands of Muſick, Fire-works, and the like Amuſe- 
ments, though I think a Perſon of a pious Diſpoli- 


tion, 


(5) 
tion, and ſober Turn of Thought, may gratify his 


Curioſity innocently, by viewing of them once, 
yet I diſlike them in general, perhaps, as much as 


you do; not only as they are prejudicial to Trade, 
or rather to Tradeſmen, by encouraging Idleneſs and 


Luxury, but, alſo, becauſe ſuch Kind of Amuſe- 
ments have a Tendency to indiſpoſe the Minds of 
People for Offices of Devotion, and Piety, towards 
God, and incapacitate them from performing Ads of 


Charity and Beneficence tothe Poor and Indigent; be- 


ſides, too great an Indulgence of ſen/itive Pleaſure 
is apt to bias the Mind, and give it a Diſreliſn of 


mental or religious Pleaſures, which are much the 


moſt noble and important, as they are ſuited to the 
raticnal Part of our Frame. Our natural Paſſions 
and Affections were not intended by the A!/-wiſe Cre- 
ator, who form'd us, to be abſolutely tied, or to- 
tally eradicated, but to be moderated, regulated and 
governed by Reaſon; which 1s the diſtinguiſhing Pre- 
rogative of our intelligent Nature, and a Badge of 
that. Preheminence above the mere animal and brute 
Creation, with which the Almighty has endowed us. 

Wavering Chriſtian.) J have not Patience to hear 
fo many fulſome Compliments paid to that blind 
Guide, Reaſon, This cometh not from above, but 
Is earthly, ſenſual, carnal and deviliſo: Your ra- 
tional Divinity is of the ſame Kind, being that Sort 
of Wiſdom which the Apoſtle condemns, when he 
ſays, he World by Wiſdom knew not God; and that 
it pleaſed God, by the Foolifhneſs of Preaching, to ſave 
them that believe, The Doctrines and glorious My/- 


teries of the Goſpel, are to your moral, legal Preachers 


and Hearers, Fooliſhneſs, but to us that believe, they 
are the Power of God, and the Wiſdom of God. Your 


legal, reaſoning Preachers (whom, I acknowledge, I 


once loved to hear) exalt the Power of Man's Free- 


Will ; 
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Vill; but the free-grace Preachers I now hear, 
(with great Joy and Tranſport of Soul) at the Ta- 
bernacle, and elſewhere, exalt Chriſt alone, and hum- 
ble the Creature, ſhewing Men their loſt, undone, 
and miſerable State and Condition, by Nature: The 
State of Guilt and Damnation, in which all the Poſ- 
terity of Adam are involved through his Fall and 
Tranſgreſſion, he being conſidered as their federal 


Head and Repreſentative ; Judgment came upon all 


Men through his one Offence, unto Condemnation ; in- 
ſomuch, that God might juſtly take Vengeance on 
the whole human Race, and conſign them over to 


_ everlaſting Deſtruction in Hell for ever, even for that 


one Offence of Adam, the firſt Parent, by whom Sin 


entered into the World, and Death by Sin; ſo Death 


paſſed upon all Men, for that all have ſinned, Here, 
after the Mi/eries of the Fall are ſet forth, with all 


its direful Conſequences, the Son of God is exhibited 
as entering into Covenant with God, his heavenly 


Father, in Behalf of his Elect, a certain Number of 


the ApghlateRace, whilſt the reſt are left to periſh un- 


der the Ruins of the Fall, in order to diſplay the 
abſolute Glory and Sovereignity of the Divine Being. 


From this Original Sin, this polluted Fountain, is de- 
rived all that Eumity, Corruption, and Deformity, 


Averſeneſs to Good, and Proneneſs to Evil, and in a 
Word, all the complicated Miſeries, incident to Man- 
kind, with all the dreadful Effects, Temporal, Spi- 
ritual and Eternal, This horrid Picture of Defor- 


mity was painted to the Life, by thoſe glorious Re- 
formers, Dr. Martin Luther, and that great Lumina- 
ry, Mr. John Calvin, as, alſo, by the Reformation 
here in England, in the Days of King Edward VI. 


and Queen Elizabeth, as appears by the Articles of 
Religion, publiſhed by the Church then eſtabliſhed, 
which now the Clergy have ſhamefully departed from, 


running 


* 2, 

running into the Arminian, Free- will, deſtructive 
Scheme; till, now of late, the Lord has raiſed up 
ſome glorious Champions for the long neglected 
Truths of the Goſpel, even among the Clergy of the 
* Church of England: Of this Number is the Rev. 

'Mr. George Whitefield, and many others, whoſe 
powerful Miniſtry I and many others now attend, 


with great Comfort and Edification, and under which = 


many Souls are daily born again, and converted to 
the primitive reformed Faith, as their Experiences of 
the Work of Grace upon their Souls do teſtify, when, 
to the Glory of ſovereign Grace, tis declared before the 
Church. 5 
Primitive Chriſtian.] I find you are fairly entered 
into the /yſtematical Divinity, and as your Founda- 
tion is wrong lay'd, your Superſtrufture cannot be 
firm and ſolid. You build your Faith upon the 
Opinions of uninſpired Men, who, tho' they may 
be honeſt and fencere, yet, you ought to remember, 
are but fallible. The Word of God alone, particu- 
larly, the New Teftament, ought to be the Standard 
of every Chriſtian's Faith; this, and this only, 
ſhould determine the Belief, and regulate the Prac- 
tice of every conſiſtent Proteſtant : Whatever that 
teaches and enjoins, and that only, ought to be be- 
lieved and practiſed by all Chriſtians, without Re- 
ſerve, The Rebuke which our Lord gave to the 
Scribes and Phariſees,viz. In vain do they worſhip me, 
teaching for Dofrines the Commandments of Men, is 
_ juſtly applicable to many profeſſing Chriſtians of our 
Day. But here give me Leave to make a Digreſſion, a 
little to conſider and animad vert upon that SHiboleth, 
and thoſe common: place Terms and Phraſes, ſo frequent 
in the Mouths of ſome Profeſſors of Religion, eſ- 
pecially thoſe of your preſent Complexion. They al- 
ways affect to ſpeak of rational Preachers with the 
utmoſt 


; (3) 
ol Contempt, abſurdly calling their Miniſtry 
legal Preaching ; and becauſe they aſſert the Freedom 
of Man's Will, and free Agency in all moral and re- 
 bigious Afions, they are called in Deriſion, Free- 
Willers, in Oppoſition to thoſe of your own Stamp, 
who are ſtiled free-grace Preachers: The Impro- 
priety is very obvious, for the Preachers whom 
you ſtigmatize by the Name of legal, free-will 
Preachers, are, ſtrictly and properly ſpeaking, free- 
grace Preachers ; for they do as they are commanded 
and authorized by their great Lord and Maſter : Af- 
ter the ree-Grace of God, thro! the Redemption 
that is in Ze/us, to all repenting Sinners; aſſuring 
them, that God is willing and deſirous that all Men 
ſhould be ſaved, and come to the Knowledge of the 
Truth ; inviting them in the moſt importunate Man- 
ner, by this general, indefinite Term, Come ve 
Ax to the Vater; whoſoever WILL, let him come 

and drink of the Water of Life exztELY. And our 

Lord himſelf tells the wicked and incorrigible Scribes 
and Phariſees, ye WILL NOT come unto me, that ye 
may have Life ; and weeping over Jeruſalem in the 
moſt ſympathizing and affectionate Manner, cries. 
out, Oh Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, that killeft the Pro- 
phets, and ſtoneſt them that are ſent unto thee ; how 
often would I have gathered thy Children together, as 
a Hen gathers ber Chickens under her Wings, but ye 
WOULD NoT ! Whereas, thoſe who aſſume to them- 
ſelves the Epithets of Free-Grace, and Goſpel Preach- 
ers, reſtrain the Free-Grace and Mercy of Ged to 
the Elect only, of whom thoſe who affect to talk 
in their Dzale#, to be ſure, would be thought to 
be.---But let us aſk the Opinion of ſome of the 
Fathers, with regard to Free-MWill, and the Imputa- 
tion of original Sin. God, ſays Origen, plays not 
6 the T: Tram, but commands as a King ;—he forces 


«© not 


(9) 


10 not, when he commands, but perſuades only, 


4 and would have Men voluntarily ſubmit to his 


« Government; that no Perſon's Happineſs might 


proceed from Neceſſity, but ariſe from the Free- 


&« dom of bis Will.“ Chryſoſtom and Theopbyladt aſ- 
ert, That it is not lawful that one Perſon ſhould 
* be puniſhed, becauſe another -has offended : For 
e if we ſhould grant this, we muſt at the fame 
&« Time own alſo, that de finned before he was 
& born.” They prove,“ that God is neither accuſ- 
© tom'd, nor willing to revenge the Sins of Pa- 
* rents upon their Children, from the celebrated 


« Paſſage in £zekzel, The Son ſhall not bear the 


6 Iniquity of his Father. Since then they think 


« it abſurd to ſuppoſe Perſons to in, and be liable 
« to Puniſhment by their Birth; fince they think 
it contrary, both to Scripture and Fuſtice it ſelf, 
&« for one to be puniſhed for another; for the Fa- 


ce : ther to offend, and the Son to be puniſhed ; they 
„ muſt neceſſarily account it abſurd for an Infant, 


« by his Birth, to be made guilty of original Sin, 
« and to be liable to the moſt grievous Puniſh- 


* ment“. And much more muſt it be contrary to 
te the Scriptures and Juſtice, to puniſh all Adam's 
4 Race for his Sin alone: As Sr. Chryſoſtom far- 
„ther ſays, I it not abſurd, that we ſhould be com- 
&« pelled to Vice by the Neceſſity of our Birth, and 


« ſuffer the moſt grievous Puniſhments on Account of 
& this Violence done us, for which we rather deſerve 


« Pity and Commiſeration ?+” But to return; if Pro- 


 teftants were conſiſtent and made the Holy Scriptures 


the Standard and Teft of Truth, with regard to the 


Doftrines and Ordinances of the Goſpel, and they 
- A.” alone 
» Fil. . Whithy's Treatiſe of Original Sin, chap. iv. p. 96. 


＋ Did. chap. vii. p.186. in which Treatiſe the Dr. has produced 
A great Number of Fathers concurring in the ſame Sentiments, 
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alone were made to ſerve as a Light to our Feet, and a 
Lamp unto our Paths (which is the moſt reaſonable 
Thing in the World; fince it is in them we think 
we have eternal Life.; and are aſſured that bey are 
able to make us wiſe unto Salvation ;) perhaps ſome 
Doctrines held and taught by almoſt every Denomi- 
nation, if tried by this divine Rule of Faith, would 
be found to be of mere human Invention; many o- 


thers ſo changed and altered, as to bear little or no 
Reſemblance to the Original; ; ſacred Goſpel-Ordi- 


nances quite changed, or miſapplied by ſome, and vo- 
tally neglected, diſcarded, and le d, by others. 
*Tis the building Doctrines ang Diſcipline upon Creeds 
and Articles of Faith drawn up by uninſpired Men, 
that has been, in a great Meaſure, the Cauſe of the 
prevailing Infidelity of the preſent Day. For the 
ſuperficial Deiſt, not duly examining the Chriſtian 
Revelation, vilifies and degrades many Principles 
and Practices as Chriſtian, which by due Atten- 
tion and Examination, would be 9 to be Au- 


tichriſtian, and what the Revelation is filent about, 
and conſequently knows nothing at all of. It was 


denying the Laity the Uſe of the Holy Scriptures, 
that gave the Clergy of the Church of Rome ſuch 
an abſolute Dominion over the Conſciences of the 


People. This Key of Knowledge, which the Laity 
are deprived of, condemns the exorbitant Claing : 


and Uſurpations, Idolatries, Abſurdities, Blaſphe- 


mies, and Cruelties of this Antichriſtian Church; and 


were the common People once Pm to read 
theſe divive Oracles, they would ſoon throw off this 


| inſupportable Yoke of Popery, which our Anceſtors 
here in England, a long Time groan'd under, and 


were no longer able to bear. Did we, in this happy 


Land of religious and civil Liberty, ſtick cloſer to 


our Fe and Wy leſs yPon. Conf, Yon ions 0 Faith, 
Creed, 


(1) 


Creedi, and Canons, we might, by bringing many 
- DoQrines taught among us, to this Touchſtone of 
' Truth, find they have no better Foundation than 
the Traditions of Men for their Support.--Unadu!- 
terated, original, genuine Chriſtianity, is hardly now 
to be found, unleſs it be amongſt the almoſt imper- 
ceptible ec, truly primitive Chriſtians, ſome of 
whoſe Miniſtry you once attended, and to whoſe 
- Community you once belonged, &er you were carried 
away, with ſome others, with the Torrent, in Pur- 
ſuit of Novelties. — 

Wavering Chriſtian.) You ve again faficiently 
tried my Patience, which I can hold no longer. — 
The Do#rrin-s which you call Novelties, are well 
'known to be the Doctrines of the Reformation, as in- 
timated before, upon which the Articles of the Church 
of England, the Aſſembly's Catechiſm, and many o- 
ther Orthodox Confeſſions of Faith are founded, and 

from which, the Clergy of theſe degenerate Times 
have almoſt univerſally departed, ſo that the Goſpel 
was in great Danger of being loſt, (I muſt again 
inſiſt upon it) till, by the Providence of Gad, its glo- 
rious Light is of late broke forth again by the 
Preaching of the deſpiſed Metbodiſts and Moravi- 
ans, who reſemble the primitive Chriſtians, in that 
Zeal and Ardor of Spirit, with which they preach 


and propagate the Goſpel, both by Day and Night ; 


as is evident by their numerous Converts and Flor. 
ers in all Places, as well in the open Fields, as the 
Tabernacle or Foundery, and divers other publick 
and private Meetings, even at all Hours of the 
Night, and at divers Places, in Societies, and till 
more ſecret Bands, where they ſpend the Time in 
Watching and Prayer, ſinging of Pſalms and Hymns, 
and recounting their Experience of the | ork of 
ng 128 their Souls, and confeſſing their Sins one 
nnn 8 2 to 
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to another. Whereas in your Aſſemblies, to 'which 


I did once belong, I obſerved ſo much Tndifference, 


Lukewarmneſs, and Eſtrangedneſs, that being weary 
coith Horbearing, I could no longer ſtay amongſt 
you: % 

. Steady Chriſtian.] Zeal is no more an Argument of 
Truth, than the Want of it is an Evidence of Error; 
hut as to the Reaſon you aſſign for for/aking our A 
ſemblies, *tis, on the contrary, the moſt forcible that 
can be for your continuing with us; for if, as you al- 
ledge, you obſerved that Coldneſs, Lukewarmne/s and 
Indifference amongſt us; *twas ſo much the more 
your Duty, and others, who make Pretenſions to more 
than ordinary Zeal, to continue in your Place in the 
Church, not forſaking the aſſembling yourſelves to- 


- gether, as the Manner of ſome is, in order by your 
Endeavours and Example, to revive the Spirit and 


Power of decaying, dying Religion, and to provoke 
unto Love and good Works. Nor is that ſeeming 
Warmth of Affection, and pious Zeal, with which the 
Preachers you now follow propagate their Tenets, a 


Proof of the Truth of their Doctrine; for you know 


the Scribes and Phariſees, againſt whom our Lord 
denounced many Woes, on Account of their Hypo- 


crihß, compaſſed Sea and Land to make Proſelytes, 


though they made them ten Times the Children of Hell 


more than they were before; and St. Paul himſelf, 


before his Converſion, was animated with ſo much 
Zeal, that he perſecuted the firſt Chriſtians, even to 


Bonds and Impriſonment; not to mention the Church 


of Rome, whoſe fiery Zeal for promoting her Ortho- 


 doxy has deftroyed Millions of Lives, and ſpilt Seas 
of Cbriſtian Blaod. | Nor Were even ſome of the © 


chief and moſt illuſtrious Proteſtant Reformers free 

from this fiery, zealous, perſecuting Spirit, in order 

to eſtabliſh an Uniformity of true Religion, to bring 
* | 


diſſenting 


(13) 
diſſenting Chriſtians to a Belief and Profeſſion of Or- 
thodoxy and Soundneſs in the Faith. Here give me 
Leave to produce a few Inftances, out of a great 
Number, that might eaſily be found, but which I 
chuſe in Charity to draw a Veil over, for Illuſtration 
Sake. 


Michael Ser vetus was burnt for Harsh, at Geneva, 


by the Influence, and through the Inſtigation of the 
famous Reformer, Mr. John Calvin. _ 

Joan of Kent was burnt in Smithfield for Hereſy, 
* in the Reign of that good and pious King, Edward 
the VIth. though much againſt his Inclination, 


as Biſhop Burnet ſays* ; but at length, through 
<« the Herſuaſion of Archbiſhop Cranmer, who urg d 
the Neceſlity of it, from the Law of Moſes, an old 


« abrogated Diſpenſation, (not being able to produce 


any Authority to juſtify the Barbarity from the 


% New Teſtament,) and took much Pains to perſuade 
the King to ſign the Warrant for her Execution, 


„he did it at laſt with Tears in his Eyes, and with 


4 great Reluctance, telling the Archbiſpop, at the 
« fame time, that if he did wrong, he [the Arch- 
“ biſhop] muſt anſwer for it; but the Archbiſhop's 
« Zeal prevailed, and as he ſhewed no Mercy, ſo 
he found none himſelf, when by the Providence 


e of God he was called upon to ſuffer for the Truth. 


„Two Years after the Burning of Joan of Kent, 


% fays Biſhop Burnet, one George Van Par, a 
« ee being accuſed for ſaying that Cod the 


« Father was only God, and that Chriſt was not ve- 
y God, he was dealt with long to abjure, but 


would not; he was burnt in Smithfield, April the 


* 2 5th, 1551, ſuffering with great Conſtancy 1. 


| This 
* Hiſt. Reſormat. Vol. II. Part 2. Page 1 10. 


1 We have a recent Inſtance of religious Zeal, from Scotland, 
at a Meeting of Seceders, on the hong of November, 1748, at 
nn. 
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(114) 
This is a Specimen of Perſons who ſuffered Death 
. 6 for the Teſtimony of a good, though, perhaps, 


- £6 miſtaken Conſcience, by the Hands of ſome of the 


. *© moſt eminent Reformers, whoſe furious Zeal for the 
„Glory of God will always be an indelible Stain on 
* their Characters, which would otherwiſe ſhine with 
a great and glorious Late in the Hiſtory of the 
Church.“ 
By theſe few Inſtances, tis natural to infer, that the 
higheſt Expreſſions of Zeal are no certain Demonſtra- 


tions of the Truth of any Doctrine, or Profeſſion of 


Religion. That the Apoſtate, Antichriſtian Church of 
Rome ſhould uſe ſuch Methods of Cruelty, to pre- 
vent the Spread and Growth of what they call He- 
rey, is no Matter of Wonder, ſince the fatal Expe- 
rience of many paſt Ages, abundantly confirms the 
Prediction in the Revelations of St. Fobn, concern- 
ing this Mother of Harlots, that ſhe had made herſelf 
. drunk with the Blood of the Saints, But is it not a 
Matter of great Surprize, and much to be lamented, 
that Proteſtants, and ſome of the firſt Rank for Pi- 
.ety, in their Time, ſhould avow this worſt Part of 
. Popery, imitating ſo vile and horrid an Example as 
perſecuting for Conſcience Sake, and putting good 
People to Death for Matters of mere Opinion? What 
can juſtify Proteſtant Chriſtians in the Exerciſe of ſuch 

 Barbarities Will either the Precepts or Example of 
Ce, 


Ba Jinburgh, in order to fear the new- e 3 ut Co- 
venant; ſeveral Hundreds adventured on the Oath, though the 
reateſt Part took it ad aviſandum, They ſolemnly engage to 
rer one another's Hands, in the Uſe of lawful Means, to 
extirpate Popery, Prelacy, Arminianiſm, Arianiſm, Tritheiſm, 
. Sabellianiſm, Geœorge- bite fieldiſin, &c, *'Tis Pity there ſhould 
be any Law ſubſiſting, or any Force uſed, but that of Perſuaſion, 
to oblige Chriſtians to conform to any Scheme of Religion. 
Chriſt diſclaims all ſuch coercive Authority; why, cheretore, 
ſhould any Chriſtian Societies uſurp it ? 


(48) 


Chriſt, or his Goſpel! of Peace, give any Countenance 


to ſuch Methods of Force and Violence ? Quite the 
Reverſe! The Language of the meek and compaſ- 
fionate Jeſus, when his Diſciples, animated by a warm 
Zeal, aſked him, if they ſhould call down Fire from 
| Heaven to deſtroy the ſchiſmatical Samaritans, was, 
Ze know not what Manner of Spirit you are of; for the 
Son of Man is not come to deſtroy Mens Lives, but to 
ſave them. Whence then, it may be aſked, did 


thoſe good Men, the Proteſtant Reformers, I have 


yh 


mentioned, derive thoſe perſecuting Principles? Why, 
from Popery, the Dregs of which they ſtill retained, 


and the Papiſts derived them from their Father the 
Devil, who was a Murderer from the Beginning 3 
It could not be from the Genius and Temper of the 


Religion of the meek and lowly Feſus, which breathes 


nothing but Love, Charity, Forbearance, and Peace. 
If Chriſtians, therefore, had Recourſe to the Holy 
Scriptures for their Guide and Directory, excluſive of 
all human Schemes, they would not, though they con- 
tinued ſtill to differ in Opinion, perſecute and revile 
each other; for that utterly condemns all ſuch Prac- 
tices; but on the contrary would provoke one another, 
not to Wrath and Anger, but to Love and Benevolence. 


Loet it be your Care and mine to adhere cloſely to the 
Directions of God's Holy Word alone, and then we 


ſhall be in no Danger of falling into any hurtful Er- 
rors, either in Speculation or Practice; and though 
we may ſtill continue to differ in ſome Things, let it 
be in Love; and if we make the Truth and Primi- 
tive Chriſtianity our Purſuit, let us yield to its 
Light and Influence, diſcarding all Confidence in, 


and diſclaiming all Truſt' or Dependence on the Doc- 


trines of fallible Men, however applauded, eſteemed, 
or venerated, Be aſſured of this, as of an indubi- 


table 


5 „ 
table Maxim of Truth, that that Society of Cbriſtians, 
which in Doctrine und Diſcipline comes neareſt to the 
Plan laid down in the New Tiftament, are the 
moſt Orthodox Chriſtians in the proper Senſe of the 


Word; though it ſhould happen, thro! the general 


Defection from the primitive Purity of the Goſpel, 
they ſhould be but few, and deſpiſed, and per- 


hapsnotquite ſo zealous, yet they will be found to be 
more ſteady, rational, and confiſtent Chriſtians, than 


any other whatſoever. | | | 
Finally, with regard to the modern Gofpe! Preach- 
ing, ſo much cried up in Oppoſition to what they 
affect to call legal Preaching ; that is not to be found 


in the New Teſtament, but by Inferences drawn from 


thence, by remote, and far-fetched Conſequences, 


 Praining of Parables and Metaphors ; but it is to be 
found very plentifully in your fy/ematical Divinity, 


which is full of it. Human Creeds, and Articles of 


Faith, abound with incomprehenſible Myſteries, and 


ſpeak of Tranſactions and Covenants which the Scrip- 
tures know nothing of, and conſequently concerning 


which they are abſolutely filent. As a Proof of this, 


Til give you a Specimen, or Tranſcript, of the 


Re 


compare with our modern Field- Preaching Sermons, viz. 
that recorded in the 5th, 6th, and 7th Chapters 


of St. Matthew's Goſpel : Is there any Thing there 
ſaid, or any Mention made of Federal Tranſattions, 


the miſerable, loft State and Condition of all Men by 
Nature, by the Imputation of Adam's Sin to all his 


Poſterity; any Mention made, of the innocent De- 
Cendants of Adam being conſigned over to eternal 


Damnation, for bis Tranſereſſion ; any Thing of Hy- 
poſtatick Union; that all good Works done before Con- 


| verſion are Anful, or have the Nature of Sin; any 


Thing 


(17) 
Thing faid of eleFing ſome, and rejecting others, | 
from before the Foundation of the World, with- | 
out Regard had to their Yorks done in the Bo- 
dy, &c. No, this is not the Language of that 
divine Preacher; he inculcated Purity of Heart 
and Affections, Humility and Lowlineſs of Spirit, 
Meekneſs, Peaceableneſs, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, 
Forbearance, Forgiveneſs of Injuries, doing Good 
for Evil; in ſhort, all the moral and ſocial, as 
well as all Chriſtian Virtues; denouncing Threat- 
nings of everlaſting Woe and Miſcry, upon the 
: finally Impenitent, with Tribulation and Anguiſh 
upon every Soul of Man that doth Evil, and 
Perſſteth therein, without fincere and hearty Re- 
pentance, not for the Sin of Adam, (of which 
none of his Poſterity have any Senſe of conſcious 
Guilt) but for his own perſonal Sins and Tranſ- 
greſſions; promiling a glorious Reward of eter- 
nal Life, to all who in the Temper of their Minds, 
and Prafice of their Lives, conform themſelves 
to the divine Image, and acquire ſome Degree 
of Meetneſs for the Heavenly Felicity, Let us 
always cleave to ſuch Doctrine, and to ſuch Preach- 
ing, though it may be ſcarce and rare to be 
found in its Purity and Simplicity, as will thus 
mend our Hearts, and not any longer run after 
ſuch as fills the Head with unprofitable. Specu- 
lations. But Time will not permit me to ex- 
patiate much longer, Night coming on will oblige 
us to put an End, for the preſent, to this Con- 
ference. God grant that what J have ſuggeſted to 
pour Conſideration, in much Love and Friendſhip, 
may be a Means of reclaiming you from your 
Wanderings, and determine your Keſolution to 
> Was | return 


(13) 


return to that Church of Cbriſt, to which you 


once - belonged, and to live and act, for the fu- 


ture, under the Direction of God's Holy Word: 


To this End, give me Leave to recommend to 
your moſt ſerious Conſideration and frequent Per- 


| uſal, the remarkable Words of the famous Mr. 


Chillingworth, who himſelf had once wandered 
from the Truth. ** I fee, ſays he, plainly, and 


„with mine own Eyes, that there are Coun- 


&« cils againſt Councils, ſome Fathers againſt o- 
<« thers, the ſame Fathers againſt themſelves ; a 
* Conſent of Fathers of one Age, againſt a Con- 


80 ſent of Fathers of another Age; the Church of 
one Age againſt the Church of another Age. 


“ The Bible, I ſay, the Bible only, is the Re- 
4 ligion of Proteſtants, I, for my Part, after a 


1% Jong (and as I verily believe and hope) im- 
partial Search of the true Way to eternal Hap- 
c pineſe, do profeſs plainly, that I cannot find 


& any Reſt for the Sole of my Foot, but upon 


«* this Rock only.” 


Wavering Chriſtian.) I have harkened to your 
long Harangue with a good Degree of Attention, 
and do not diſapprove, in the main, of your Notion 
of extenſive Charity and Catholiciſm, but am afraid, 
that you are not altogether, yourſelf, free from 
that Prejudice and Bigotry, which with ſo much 


Warmth and Freedom you condemn in others. 


—Some Things, however, which you have advan- 


ced, I confeſs, fagger me; and I muſt ingenuouſly 


own to you, that whilſt I highly applaud the 


Zeal and fervent Piety of the People called Me- 
 thodiſts, I diſapproved of ſome Things which I 
have ſeen praiſed among them, becauſe, I was 


con- 


(19) 
eonvinced, in my own Mind, that they have no 
Foundation in the Word of God, nor any divine 
Warrant for ſome of their Ob/ervances and Prac- 
tices ;, particularly that of Sprinkling of Infants, as 
moſt of them do, when they pretend to baptize 
them. When I have at any Time ſhewed my 
Diflike of this unſcriptural Practice, I have been 
filenced, by their alledging, that though tis not 
_ expreſly commanded in the New Teſtament to 
baptize Infants, yet they ſay. *tis not forbidden; 
nay, ſome of their Minifters, knowing my former 
Attachment to the Doctrine of Believers Baptiſm, 
have not ſcrupled to aſſert, that Ordinances ad- 
miniſtered by thoſe of the Baptiſt Denomination, 
are invalid, their Miniſters not being (as is pre- 
tended by ſome of the high-flown Members of 
the Hierarchy) regularly, that is, not Epiſcopallß 
ordained; and that in all ſuch doubtful Cafes we 
ought to acquieſce in the Determinations and 
Appointments of the Church. Another Thing 
J am free to acknowledge to you, that when I 
have ſometimes found an Inclination in my Mind 
of returning to my Place, a Senſe of the Shame 
of reirafting, and owning my Fault, in thus de- 
ſerting the Intereſt I had formerly eſpouſed, kept 
me amongſt them ſo long, that theſe Convictions 
were almoſt quite wore off, eſpecially, as I conſi- 
dered that the Baptiſts are a poor deſpiſed Peo- 
ple, though perhaps furniſhed with as judicious a 
Miniſtry as any People whatſoever; and had they 
that Life and Power in their Preaching, as I 
have once found amongſt the Methodiſts, and 
now find in the Miniſtry of the Moravian Brethren, 
I do not know but I might overcome my other 
„„ 5 „ 


— 


| : (20) 
3 


Prejudites in Time. But, oh ! their vocal and 


g inſtrumental Mufick is raviſhing and heavenly | 
Primitive Chriſtian.) This is another Inſtance 
of Will-Worſoip, of which the New Teſtament is 

5 altogether ſilent; *tis indeed agreeable to the ani- 

[i mal, ſenſual Paſſions, but is no Part of that /piri- 

i tual Devotion, that Chriſt's Holy Religion inſpires ; 

k our Lord himſelf aſſures us, that God is a Spi- | 
| Fit, and that they that worſhip him, muſt worſhip | 


* bim in Spirit and in Truth; for the Father ſecketh 
1 ſuch to worſhip him. Let us not, therefore, re- 
[1 turn from the /piritual Diſpenſation of the Goſ- 
1 pel, to the ceremonial, carnal Diſpenſation of the 
1 Maſaick Law. This, allo, is one of the Inno- 1 
1 _ vations and Superſtitions of Popery, which ſome | 
1 Proteſtants have retained, and cannot yet ſhake 
* off. The Freedom I have taken in declaim- 
4 ing againſt what I take to be either erroneous or 
* irregular, in any Body or Society of Chriſtian Pro- 
Flelſers, does not proceed from any Enmity or Di/- 

guſt to any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, but 

only by a fair and juſt Repreſentation of Things, 

to endeavour to reclaim you to your Duty. I 

have a fincere and hearty Love and Good-Will 

to. all fincere and honeſt Chriſtians, and firmly 
believe, that ſpeculative and involuntary. Errors are 
pardonable, as being conſiſtent with Sincerity, if 
due Care be firſt taken to inform the Judgment, 

which cannot well be done, without diveſting 

the Mind of all preconceived Opinions, and being 
reſolved to embrace Truth, as tis alone infal- 

libly to be found in the written Word of God, to 

which I refer you. But Time will not permit me to 

ſay any more at preſent; weigh well and n 

x | EE” what 
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(21) | 
what you have heard, and God grant the Aſſiſtance | 
of his Holy Spirit to guide us into all neceſſary and f 
important Truth; and may you honeſtly yield a wil- 
ling, ready, and chearful Obedience to the Voice and 

friendly Admonitions of your Conſcience, Fare- 
well. 


- 
+» — N 
1 5 N v Y 
? - * 4 [ 
* + *. Fg 7 = 
— L p — 
1 — * 74 44 ao» £ 
— 11 0 4 # . J. - — » 
A * . 7 9 
% N — — , * 
= _- 197 # oof o 
7 1 * , : 4 - 
» =, . 1,9 27 — 7 , 
* — % > * <4 a 
. / << 2 * . 1 . * 3 
_ * A = o 5 kf by 4 

4 if Fi * 
N 2 D—_ — 

at.,,, 


10 


h eee 


LES; 
1755 


2 9 ö 
of * 8 be ST 0 - — = 
, * F * ha * v5 * 1 8 d re 

C AT 22 . Ip, N * 0 3 pode lt”? | 33 a * * * — 8 *% WS: s $49 14 e D «5 
" 2 mY 2 . 5 AY 7 l * „ 0 . K 4 929 . . N 4 ; 

. = : 1 A FE; L 8 8 4 N 1 * 44 A. 2 * * 1 5 SS As 
Es NS <P) HT I ©! x.) ACK. a OB TRIS OH r IL I. l MY es i 22 

1 1. K C Re a IE, AO INST IL SY KS; P ̃ EP gr A = 

. <6. xe ASS; 255 3 Jen * 2 : * * . 1 N * * "Wu" N Y. W 71 

— 


k 3 
189 . 
& 4 


21-5988 
a AGES > 


; * , f . 


+ , - 
S. * 5 42 Kod þ* d 
8 2723 9 „ 41 iin . 
3 | | ks e 


— 


- +, 


4 
ks 


0 
a * E ** : ” | s * > 
7 — F ** * + 
* 5 ; - ' _ — : 
92 * - 4 0 * +4 P 4 va 
| * * 1 : ” LITE 
7 |; x & RES 
: 8 b . 8 2 
5 p . & < — "how 
5 N45 „ * 
* U — f 
" £ * * * N % N 
— o 4 ps 8 - 4 * 
* a ow ; | 9 . ; 5 
4 F by i 4 # : & * * 
4 * 5 *® * by 1 <4 . 2 g 1 y 
fl f « 
= * N * 
55 * 1 8 1 \ 4 * — 7 95 
[4 1 : oy * \ * 2 9 
* * ? " | 1 
* * * $ * — =. . p * . boy 
1 : 22 
| p * 1 & 3 « 4 ** + % 
: . ue "; 
* 1 7 7 - 6-£ f * & 8 121 
2 . „ Y * . N * 
a 85 ; E 
. of 1 N 
: 2 * Ea # o _ : 
12 . - N 9 
22 „. 
f 2 ; *” 
vs 4 + * * N. i we þ 
< 
1 s 2 1 - 1 8 
4 * f 1 29 4 \ 5 4 5 Y . n 
2 8 * hl * : A 0 ; ? 
- 5 c z * os « 4 3 * N 
1 4 * . . + 8 * oy * 
1 70 14h a 
Ts . * 1 : ; 
17 *. * 2 
* * Ph ; bo 1 8 
2 * q 2 4 * 
% L * 
<1 « «4 . 
z3 : . * 23 
= 10 14 
* — I 
„ - 5 Reyes . 
2 i »- Y = Ra 
. * 5 " * — * 2 
5 5 + A * . * BED * 
* * 1 % 
* 88 — * 
; * ap. 
T > — 5 N 
; IHE > 
N > ; 
4 . h Sb 
& $4 _— , 
* £ * Fa 2 # « 
: 7 * 0 
f 2 x8 +*%, 2 N + 
| . | p 4 ; ; DEI 
255 1 0 * 1 
* N . P 4 a N Ba WE. > 
F ; N + + * | * 4 
7 4 - 1 * L 2 h 3 23 „ 4 * 
1 5 7 - H . ; ; # l 23 * 
ey « . : A * 1 * 5 re > * 9 
2 $ : * > 
| & OM. * 2 * 4 oF 4. oF 
8 ; : b=; r 
1 - my * 4 1 * 
* — 4 "I. 
RE WAY 
* * . 0 6 ITS F 
. T3 nou % wt itt + 4 * S I 
7 2 — ” " 1 
* . 4 l ? 
. | F * vo „ R 
1 . * 8 
* < iS 7 I» * * * 2 1 8 4 * 
«+ * 8 f 
0 ; 9 = 7 5 * -# 
T 8 . 4 þ ' 
1 1 — w 
1 4 0 7 * 
1 5 8 4 * * * 1 N N 
=, 5 
7 o 4 x NES 
TX U- 
. 4 * - * „ _ 
i _ 5 1 * I , 3 1 2 FA 
50 , CRY A 2 1 „ 
27 « ar — 2 * 83 ; 
Hou. . 2 7 * * p $ - AF 
* . 1 — V4 1 is 6 
| (+; 2 * * F 4 * 
1. 1 by * of - I 2 
F * 1 * ” : : 
Pt A "* * + 2 - 
1 * 
F 7 5 > * bd 
* 9 7 - _—_ : k : * ? og 
4 * * 3 » 
* . . E 
- bh ” a... * 3 Y — * ” 
k Fre 2 4 1 ; 5 6 F 
8 - a 7 as * 7 1 * : 1 * * 
*. 28 . 2 . e 
— Py n * ; 4 g \ * , 4 * 1 a 
a * * K * „ N ? 
x 9 c * 4 


. as » 
” * 4 2 * 
9 * * * ? — — "# ” 
8 % 4 » * 
„ 4 tr ets ” 0 1 * x + = P 2 * 
Lb 50 ' « 4 * 2 
h . Ce 1 * 4 % 3 2 % 4 
4 5 i 2 1 
* oy 9 * ©; bh VS; * * Z a 
4 — + 4 
* ” 4 3 , „ — 
. - 46 
K , F * ? * ® % * _ 
* # 


a . 3h dee 
% 1 
1 
* * 
2 
$f 
* 
* 
oo 
£- 
= 
* 
* * 
=y 
5. *% * 
* * 
* 
8 
a» 8 
* 25 
3 Sr oa 
*-' + * 
— 4 
* 4 


_ .- 
2 
— 


* 
1 
9 
» 


1 


* 
e 


Py 
- . | o 
* 
. A Ny, 4 : = 
* 4 * * 
8. 2 
ks 4 A 
13 * 4 > i b 
. : 4 
is * » 6 3 
ITO 4 1 of 1 
7 ey I mn 
C £7, % - , 4 
th <7 * 1 4 1 
- * < 1 g * 
= 4 F + * * . — : = 
2 ” # 4 N o 
a * ＋ : - F 
* e 9 - +& 


- — &a E « « * 
1 P * 3 * 
r , * * g 4 „ 
/ % — 
: wy W £ a - = * % g s | 
q "= - . o ” is «£4 8 » 1 
Pa * F Ca I 7 a a ; 
wo ” 4 ** N * a 
1 4 * 2 ©. . ” . 
, — NJ 
0 8 Ws 4” „ 5 ö & 
"308. + 4 ” \. ow hg Ap 2 4 
5 I. K * ” ty © 4, 4d J by : 1 wi.% 4 5 e 
l * * *, C E n * e * * * — * ET Yor 14 
r 3 g 2 — n as i +: , 8 
Is 8 1 . : Mo 5 © b 
85 ; . 5 
1 n 2 * 8 n gy: "2 g” 
4 5 F 


* Ms CEE o . 7 " 
CCC f 
A 325 rick ac 2c oats eg 

i by : "I" * J 


T 


aap* m 9 ; 


 # 


- 
* 
o 
- 
1 
* 80 
% * 8 
* . 
— 5 
% > 
ve. 
„ 
4 7 
4 ** 
* 
* # * 3 
5 Ny 
* 
7 A oy. 
5 N * * 
, -” 
* K 
„ d: 
» 
i Hao . 
+ ew 
4 — 
k + . 2 
„ pes, 
© 14 
* 
„ 7 
ar — 
1 
* 7 A 
* — 
1 "&; I 
4 * * 
— 2 8 1 
* 
: \ 
1 4 
Fa * A 
* In. 
* - 
. 
"4 4 * oy f 
by 
2 , 
PX 2 
5 
4 * — 
« ; k * 
4 „N 7 * 
. „ 
# ** 14 
4 PLS 
4 "2 
4 . 
— 5 
4 ” 
SF 
* ” 
7 2. ' 
2 * * 
> cd , 
£7 £ 
" + 
7 
1 % 5 
» » 1 * 
1, = $ 
" « 
* 
8 
. 
3 
* * — 
4 . 
- a 1 
8 , 
" Is ö . 
* — 
£ 1 
Sw $: 5 
1 
2 
FS - 
1s - - 
o 
» ” 
* F 
A oy A $] 
8 1 4 
” 
& - 
* 
. 
i” 
K 
4 . 
- = 
>. 44 y 
i 2 


1 
0 
re 
* , %* * 


